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Intro

Today we will Be“H learn X"op 97 of X912 X121 noon. UJ

Some of the topics we will learn about include: ﬂw1 PD

The Halachos regarding the signatures of a ywipi» v,
including;

1.

710 oYY TNk DY

The witnesses sign perpendicular to the text of the n’7v
document, starting from the bottom of the text.

: N9

RI7TM112 )R 2’ NOT n D nUDD
NHY 7Y PN

Whether the witnesses were required to write both their
first name, and the word 13, ‘the son of’, parallel to the last
line of the document, and their father’'s name parallel to
the previous line, OR whether

TR
wiin?sses on a ywpn V) do not add the word 7. :’ nDT
RIT TN2 12 1218
TV 2°N0 XY
3,
TIPS
DAR 7OWA PO YTV PRY

509

All three signatures must begin or end parallel to the last ﬂ\’J’PD I,D
line of the text. ]’b: 1’71’ ]’Nw

The Gemara references several Halachos regarding

signatures on a document: nn R nU’w:
W TY IO WR A I,

The words ‘the son of so-and-so is a valid signature; 109

W TV N9O WR

The words 79 '1%9 are a valid signature;

RpHYI RO

Various o™X used symbols, such as a fish, the letters ©’

orY’, or a ship’s mast, as their signatures. ﬂwb -rl’ ’J’I,D w’R ]:
0O TY 219D WX

® NNYY2 RINO

)
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So let's review...

The Gemara earlier cited a N> regarding the exact
placement of the signatures in a 7wpn VX

IR R 27

Wwph Wwp P

On the back of the document, between the folds;

IR RIAR 727707 27

PINAM 2N37 73131 AN NN

On the back of the document, opposite the text;

The Gemara discusses two potential problems with a )
TR

1.

In avywo vy, as the Rashbam explains,

IOV N0 DINN DTN

The witnesses sign at the end of, and directly beneath, the
text, thus testifying to everything written in the document.
Therefore, he cannot add anything before or after.

The Gemara assumes

NN 770 0TV

According to 717 '29, the witnesses signed on the back of
awipn vy, parallel to the last lines of the text of the
document, thus testifying to the entire text of the
document.

DafHachaim.org

PRIN DTY 190

Where exactly do witnesses sign on a wipn va?

WE £RE P DN )
27010 YNNR

YIN210 2N0N Ta10)
On the back of the document,
opposite the text;

WE LD P
TVPY WP P2
On the back

of the document,
between the folds.

Iz

The Gemara discusses two patentiak problems
with a pp G

Inavwo v,

DN ND2 DPIND DTN

Witnesses sign at the end of, and directly beneath, the text,
thus testifying to everything written in the document.
Therefore, he cannot add anything before or after.

The Gemara assumes
W ND NTDS DT
According to nmy 1,
the witnesses signed on the back of a ywipn v,

parallel to the last lines of the text of the document,
thus testifying to the entire text of the document.
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. Therefore, the Gemara asks
DT IR RIND NI RPHT VITD 2
RIIND *PIV 770 DN ‘
We .slllould be concerned that perhaps he added an ND.’TT W)n’b
additional clause to the text, and forged another signature
parallel to the additional line, and he will claim IN1LID 2ND
TTRINDTI mab . . 0 PO 2 IRT WITIND TV PP 2 2wy
I merely wished to add extra witnesses to publicize the Tp 128 |2 DN TV 12¥ 3 DRy
matter, even though three would have sufficed. And as EEETERRERIEE 1)) )) Y TND DYNDNN) -,TD P2 12 1208
Tosfos adds, INVIAND PP 2 oo
oYW MwHwa O

We should be concerned
that perhaps he added an additional clause to the text,
and forged another signature parallel to the additional line,

and heowill claim
DTV NS

He can certify the document by confirming the first three
witnesses?

YTIADT NN

I added extra witnesses to publicize the matter,

even though three would have sufficed.

And as 72%04/ adiy,
OOVHOE DESES DN
Therefore, the Gemara explains e can om‘%y/ the document é?/ W%VW
. 21N A5YHS TN DT z%@%(/u‘ three witnesses”

The witnesses sign perpendicular to the text of the
document, starting from the bottom of the text. Therefore, 4

any text below their signatures is not valid. Ther % ve, the Gemaras W&MA/
NN NOYHND NLHH DT

The witnesses sign perpendicular
to the text of the document, starting
from the bottom of the text.
Therefore, any text
below their signatures is not valid.

el cl ade aL
acua cl stear
e clwud a
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2.

The Gemara discusses another possible problem:

v

I RPIND RODT

ANINR VW3

We should be concerned that perhaps the last line in the
document contained a detrimental clause, and so

ANINR TOWY Y 1)

IR P N

TV 2PY? 122 WO

He might have cut off the last line of the document,
including the beginning of the signature, i.e. the witnesses’
first name, and we will confirm the document based on the
end of their signatures, i.e. with the words ‘the son of
so-and-so, as a Mishnah rules

W3 TV IO WR 2

One may sign a document by writing, “the son of so-and-
so?”

At first, the Gemara answers

R37 70272 72IRT 2’107

IOV TY 2P

The witness was required to write both his first name, and
the word 13, ‘the son of, parallel to the last line of the
document, and he writes his father's name parallel to the
previous line. Therefore, if someone will cut off the last
line, the remaining signature will consist of only the
father’s name, which is certainly not valid.

However, the Gemara points out

J21IRID 79 3 RDYT O

TV APV 2 WONI

Witnesses usually sign with the phrase 7v 159 12 °1159.
Therefore, even if he cuts off the last line, the document
will still contain the father’s name, and will read 7v *3159,
and a Mishnah rules

MW TY N0 WR

The words 7y *1159 are a valid signature. Therefore, as the
Rashbam explains,

PR

MY IPY?

MW DR DN

We will assume that the father himself was a witness, and
we will validate the document?

DafHachaim.org

2
Anather waaﬁmé lem:
v

MDY RDIND NDDT
NINDN NDWY2I

We should be concerned that perhaps the last line in the
document contained a detrimental clause,
and so

NINNN NLWD Mmb ™)
TN J2INID MD ™)
TV 2D’ )22 HWINN)

He might have cut off the last line

- of the document, including
z § the beginning of the signature,
i.e. the witnesses’ first name,
and we will confirm the document based on the end

of their signatures, i.e. with the words ‘the son of so-and-so,

as a Mishnah rules

WO TY MNYD WX 12

One may sign a document by writing, “the son of so-and-so?”
)

D g

NYT TN - ]2 )2IN) NOT
MDY - TV 2pvN

The witness was required to write
both his first name,
and the word )3, ‘the son of’,
across the last line of the document,
and he writes his father’s name across the previous line.

Pd

5 ™13 NpbT wInh
12 J2INID
TV 2PV IWIND)

Witnesses usually sign with
the phrase Tv 12159 )2 10150.
Therefore, even if he cuts off the last line,

the document will still contain the father’s name,
and will read Tv by,

WD TV 1bD PN

W%&i‘&, ab the PMM@MW'IW,
199990
WE HH OHD WY 3P

We will assume that the father himself was a witness,
and we will validate the document?
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Therefore, the Gemara suggests two answers:

1.

TV 215 RYT

To avoid this problem, witnesses on a 7wpn» v3 do not add
the word 7. Therefore, if someone cuts off the last line,
the only part of the signature that will remain is the
father’'s name, and this is certainly not a valid signature.

2.

72 710Y7T

RT MNN RAT

NI IPYTIND

The document is valid when 7 2 knows that there is no
one local by that name who might have signed the
document.

The Gemara however asks:

DNMMART 7PHWA RDOT

Perhaps the witness used his father’s name as his
signature, as a sign of respect?

The Gemara answers

T PPV VPR PV KD

MANT WA DN

A person does not use his father's name as a signature.

Similarly, the Gemara asks

PIWT RN RPOYI RO RHHT

Perhaps he uses his father’s name as a symbol, just as
RIMD IR 1T

RN I RPN 2T

7’1o RTOM 29

7Y RYWIN 1Y

RNMIM RN 272K

Many o'XR used various symbols, such as a fish, the
letters © or 1, or a ship’s mast, as their signatures?

The Gemara answers

WIR PR

RIDD MIART PHOWY PNVS

A person would he be so disrespectful to use his father’s
name as a symbol.

DafHachaim.org

The Gemara Sugaests tuo ansuers:

@

TV 2N ROT
To avoid this problem,
witnesses on a wip» va do not add the word Tv.

Therefore, if someone cuts off the last line,
the only part of the signature that will remain
is the father’s name,
and this is certainly not a valid signature.

@

N2 )T
NT) DIODD RNT
N1 27T IND

The document is valid when pT1 m2 knows
that there is no one local by that name
who might have signed the document.

?
ONN MaXRT NMWa RNHMN

Perhaps the witness used his father’s name
as his signature, as a sign of respect?

A
T MDY PN IV RO
MINT DY DN

A person does not use his father’s name
as a signature.

P4
NMOT RN RNYY2 RIND RNHT

Perhaps he uses his father’s name as a symbol,
justas

£/ 973 )
A S &/yp I
f’)/a £70p PI
S VYD
A1 £JID P 9P £P)

Many xR used various symbols,
such as a fish, the letters p' or v', or a ship’s mast,
as their signatures?

v
WIR PR RY
RIND MIART NMNHYY MY

A person would he be so disrespectful
to use his father’s name as a symbol.
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. The Gemara now offers an alternate solution to the entire
problem of v
ANINR TOWS D 12 R1ST
The concern that someone might cut off the last line of the Aw alternate solution to the entir e ph vblem %
document: | NONNR MWD D ™3 RPDT
TP 53 The concern that someone might cut off
DAR WA 79I PTY PRY the last line of the document:
500
All three signatures must begin or end parallel to the last Wt ,&Jﬁj W
line of the text. Therefore, if he cuts off the last line, he b
cuts off part of all the signatures, and so, as Tosfos 7WTPD D
explains, NN DLW PO PTD PRY
MIRPIT I b
PN DTYA 5 D DS
If all three are partial signatures, 7 n°1 will realize his All three signatures
trickery. must begin or end parallel to the last line of the text.
and 30, ay 72%44/ explaing,
PIHVHNID 20N
PADN OY7VD SO 1D
. % il three are Wﬂaﬁ Wwf@/

Vol will rea/&'j@ hiyy m'céery/.
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